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GA B ERIE R FANR, 7 Bl AFFEARERRGER, AR ZRMESEFT EREZR,

“EIF TR L FE, mABAE RGO T X, MEEESTHHALFT LN, BIWRA, 7
HoFo bt B FRA XA AL “bTHAE” RRIFGRN, HAR TR, o RKFREHEMA
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The Purpose of Education at Harvard University
—a lecture delivered at Xinghai Conservatory of Music on June 8, 2004
Lei LIANG
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Abstract: In the violent chapters of the 20" century, especially during the Cultural Revolution, Chinese
traditional culture was largely disrupted. The result may be called a “Cultural Ground Zero.” China needs to
recover from the ruins of destruction not only economically and politically, but also culturally and spiritually.
Education plays a key role in this recovery process. The author sees a great danger in today’s Chinese education
reform that compromises the quality and standard of higher education for the sake of mass — producing
unqualified graduates. In this article, the author presents his personal view of the American liberal education
represented by Harvard University, and advocates the equal importance of “intellectual freedom” and “political
freedom.” A liberal education should avoid subjective, over-simplifying, extremist, irrational “nationalism” and
blind “patriotisms,” as a modern democratic society needs analytical and rational citizens who are concerned

with the welfare of mankind.
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